Few studies have considered gender as a central axis on which hybrid representations and identities are constructed and negotiated. Despite the recognition that "racial, gender, class, sexual, and national identities, among others, should be thought through together, as mutually constitutive and defin ing," 
The Personal Is Political: the Socio-cultural Nature of Gendered Identities
One of the most-often cited statements of feminist theory is Simone De Beauvoir's assertion that "one is not born, but rather becomes, a woman" ([1949] 1989:267). By this, De Beauvoir means that rather than being biologically based, differences between the sexes are, by and large, culturally and socially constructed. This crucial distinction between sex (the biological differences between men and women) and gender (the socially constructed differences resulting from this biology) remains a central tenet of contemporary feminist The fact that notions of masculinity and femininity are, at least to some extent, social constructs predicated on a binary opposition is diffi cult to deny.
One only needs to take a stroll down the baby isle or the toy section of a major department store to get a sense of how this "representation of each individual in terms of a particular social relation" happens. The products targeted at children are unequivocally coded (through color, graphics, placement, illustrations) as intended for boys or girls. This gendering of even what might otherwise be considered "(gender) neutral" items, such as bicycles, roller blades, or video games, results in children's ability to determine at a
